MO DAU

1. Ly do chon deé tai

Phat gido Nam tong (Theravada) tai Viét Nam
¢6 lich str hon 2.000 nim nhung chi thuc sy phat trién
manh tir nim 1938. O Thira Thién Hué - mét trung
tam Phat gido truyén théng cta ca nudc, Nam tong
xudt hién tir ndm 1954 (chua Tang Quang) va hién co
10 tu vién v6i khoang 120 tu si. Cong dong tu si Nam
tong Thura Thién Hué d3 tao dung duoc ban sic riéng
v6i tén goi “tinh than Huyén Khong” va triét 1y “tuy
duyén thuan phap”, vira gittr nghiém gidi luat nguyén
thuy, vira tich cuc nhap thé qua cac hoat dong tu tap
va tur thién xa hoi.

Tuy nhién, cho dén nay van chua c6 cong trinh
nghién ctru dan tdc hoc nao khdo sat mot cach hé
théng va toan dién vé hoat dong cua cong dong tu si
Phat gido Nam tong & Thura Thién Hué, dic biét trong
bbi canh hién dai hoa, d6 thi hoa va hoi nhap quéc té.
Céc cong trinh hién c¢6 moi chi dung ¢ lich st du
nhap, nghi 18 co ban hodc mot sé hoat dong riéng 1¢é.
Xuat phét tir chinh thuc té tu tap 1au nim trong cong
d6éng va nhu cau khoa hoc cap thiét d6, nghién ciru
sinh chon d& tai: “Hoat déng cia cong dong tu si
Phdt gido Nam téng ¢ Thira Thién Hué trong béi canh
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hién nay” 1am luan 4n tién si chuyén nganh Dan toc
hoc cua minh.

2. Muc tiéu nghién ciru

Téng quat: Nghién ctru toan dién hoat dong cua
cong dong tu si Phat gido Nam tong & Thira Thién
Hué tir khi hinh thanh dén nay.

Cuy thé: Lam 1d qua trinh du nhap va phat trién;
phan tich td chure, hoat dong tu tap chuyén sau va hoat
dong xa hoi; danh gid thanh tyu, han ché, xu hudng
bién d6i; dé xuit giai phap nang cao hiéu qua hoat
dong trong bdi canh hién dai.

3. Pdi twong va pham vi nghién ciru

Pbi tuong: Cac hoat dong tu tip chuyén siu
(hoang phép, thién, khat thyc, 18 hoi...) va hoat dong
x4 hoi (tir thién, gido duc, y té tir bi...) clia cong ddng
tu si Nam tong & Thira Thién Hué, cing mdi quan hé
tuong tac voi cu si.

4. Pham vi

Thoi gian: Ludn an tap trung nghién ctru hoat
dong ctia cong dong tu si Phét gido Nam tong & Thira
Thién Hué tir ndm 1986 dén nay (2024).

Khéng gian: Bay tu vién chinh (Huyén Khéng,
Huyén Khong Son Thuong, Ting Quang, Binh
Quang, Thién Lam, Phép Luan, Ni vi¢n Gotami).



Noi dung: Tap trung vao hoat dong hién tai cua
tu si, khong di sau lich sir gido 1y téng quat hay so
sanh chi tiét voi Bac tong/Khat si.

5.'Y nghia khoa hoc va thue tién

Luan 4n gop phan lap day khoang trong nghién
cru vé Phat gido Nam tong & Thira Thién Hué bang
cach dién di dan toc hoc, cung cép co so khoa hoc
cho Ban Piéu hanh Phat gidao Nam tong Thira Thién
Hué va Gigo hoi Phat giao Vi¢t Nam trong viéc dinh
hudéng phét trién, giit gin ban sic nguyén thuy cua
cong dong ciing nhu thich nghi véi thoi dai moi.



TONG QUAN VE VAN PE NGHIEN CUU

Trong nhitng thap nién gan day, Phat gido Nam
tong (Theravada) tai Viét Nam da thu hut sy quan tdm
ngdy cang 1én ciia cic nha nghién ciru thudc nhiéu
linh vyec: lich su, ton gido hoc, dan tdc hoc, nhan hoc
van héa. Cac cong trinh tiéu biéu c6 thé chia thanh ba
nhém chinh:

(1) Nghién ctru vé lich sir va su du nhap Phat
giao Nam tong Viét Nam

Lé Manh That (1999, 2006, 2010) da chung
minh Phat giao Theravada c6é mat tai Viét Nam tu thé
ky II TCN qua phai doan truyén gido thi tdm cta vua
A Duc.

Thién Minh (2017) v61 Lugc su Phat giao Nam
tong Viét Nam; Nguyén Ngoc Hung (2021), Giac Tri
(2021) tap trung vao giai doan can dai (1938 - 1963)
va qua trinh hinh thanh hé phai Nam tong Kinh va
Nam tong Khmer.

Hoa thuong Gidéi buc (2021), Pinh Phuc
(2021), Nguyén Phiic Nguyén (2021) 1am rd vai tro
cua céc vi truong 1ao HO Tong, Narada, Thién Luat...
trong viéc tai lap truyén théng Theravada tai Viét
Nam thé ky XX.



(2) Nghién ciru vé Phiat gido Nam tong &
Thira Thién Hué

Nguyén Chi Tué (1999) - luan vin thac si dau
tién dé cap: Mot sd van dé& vé Phat gido Nam tong &
Hué.

Hoa thugng Phap Tong (2006, 2017, 2022)
cong bd cac tai licu Luoc sir Phat gido Nam tong &
Thira Thién Hué, L& dang y Kathina, T4i lap Ty kheo
ni gioi. ..

Mai Thi Phuong Mai (2016), Ly Hong Tuyén
(2018) nghién ctru mot sd khia canh riéng 1é nhu kién
truc chua Tang Quang, thyc hanh khét thuc, hién
trang tu tap cua tu nir Nam tong Kinh.

Céc bai bao, ky yéu hoi thao, sach ctua Thich
Hai An, Lé Cung, Quang Giao... dé cap Phat gido
Hué néi chung nhung chua c6 chuwong riéng danh cho
Nam tong.

(3) Nghién ctru qudc té vé Theravada tai Viét
Nam va khu vue Pong Nam A

Narada Maha Thera (1998), Brahmapundit
(2017), Bodhi Bhikkhu (2005), Ajahn Chah, Ajahn
Amaro... cung cdp nén tang gido 1y va thuc hanh
Theravada nguyén thuy.

Mae Chee Huynh Kim Lan (2010) v6i luan an
The Theravada Buddhism in Vietnam la cong trinh
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nudc ngoai hiém hoi dé cap truc tiép dén Viét Nam,
nhung ding lai & giai doan trude 2010 va chi yéu mo
ta Nam tong Khmer.

Céac cong trinh trén da dat dugc nhiing thanh
tuyu quan trong: (i) Xac 1ap duoc mdc thoi gian du
nhap va céc giai doan phat trién ctia Nam tong tai Viét
Nam néi chung va Thira Thién Hué noi riéng; (ii)
Cung cap tu lidu quy vé cac vi truong 3o tién phong
(Gi61 Nghiém, HO Nhan, Vién Minh, Giéi Puc, Phap
Tong, Tué Tam); (iii) Mo ta mot sd hoat dong tiéu
biéu nhu khat thyc, 18 Kathina, 16p Vi Diéu Phap, tir
thién xa hoi.

Tuy nhién, van con ton tai nhitng khoang tréng
nghién ctru dang ké: (i) Chua co cong trinh nao
nghién ctru mdt cach hé théng, toan dién vé hoat dong
ctia cong dong tu si Nam téng ¢ Thira Thién Hué (tur
t6 chirc, tu tip chuyén siu dén hoat dong xa hoi, thich
nghi hién dai); (ii) Cac nghién ctru hién tai chi yéu
mang tinh lich sir - mo ta, thiéu phéan tich sau bang
phuong phap dan toc hoc dién di dai hoi va lién
nganh; (iii) Chua lam rd duoc ban sac riéng “tinh than
Huyén Khong”, triét 1y “tuy duyén thuin phap” va
cach cong dong nay can bang gilta gitt gidi nguyén
thity va nhap thé tir bi trong bdi canh d6 thi hoa, hién
dai hoa va hoi nhap quéc té; (iv) Thiéu danh gia thuc
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chting vé hiéu qua, xu hudng bién ddi va giai phap
phat trién bén vimg cho cong dong tu si Nam téng &
mot trung tim Phat gido truyén thong nhu Thira Thién
Hué - noi Béc tong va Kht si chiém wu thé tuyét doi.

Xuat phét tir thuc trang nghién ciu d6 va tur
chinh kinh nghiém tu tdp 1au nim trong cong dong,
nghién ctru sinh nhan théy can thiét phai thuc hién
mot cong trinh mang tinh dan tdc hoc toan dién vé
hoat dong cua cong dong tu si Phat gido Nam tong &
Thira Thién Hué. Lu4n 4n khong chi ké thira thanh tyu
clia cac cong trinh di trudc ma con bd sung dir lidu
dién da lién tuc hon ndm nam (2019 - 2024) tai bay tu
vién chinh, phong van sdu cac vi truong l3o lanh dao,
khao sat tang ni va cu si, tir 46 lam rd ban chit, danh
gia thyc trang va dé xuat giai phap phat trién phu hop
trong béi canh moi.

Nhu vy, luan an nay c6 tinh cap thiét khoa hoc
va thuc tién cao, gop phan lap day khoang trong
nghién ctru hién nay, dong thoi cung cép co sé 1y luan
va thuc tién dé cong dong tu si Phat gido Nam tong
Thira Thién Hué tiép tuc giit gin ban sic nguyén thay
va phat huy vai tro trong doi séng van hoa - xa hoi
duong dai.



NOI DUNG, KET QUA NGHIEN CUU

Chuong 1. Tong quan tinh hinh nghién ciru,
co’ s& ly luan, phwong phap va dia ban nghién ciru

Két qua:

Trinh bay tong quan cac cong trinh nghién ctru
trong va ngoai nudc, tir d6 rat ra nhitng van dé luan
an ké thira va tiép tuc nghién ctru.

Co s6 1y luan gom: Cac khai niém lién quan,
cac 1y thuyét nghién ctru, khung phan tich luan an.

Phuong phap nghién ctru va dia ban nghién
ctru, trong d6 1am rd cac diém nghién ciru.

Chuwong 2. Khai quat vé cong dong tu si Phat
gido Nam tong & Thira Thién Hué

Két qua:

Trinh bay qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién cta
cong dong tu si Phat gidao Nam tong ¢ Thira Thién
Hué, hé thong gi6i luat, gido 1y va to chirc.

Chwong 3: Hoat dong ton gido va hoat dong
x4 hoi clia cong dong tu si Phat giao Nam tong &
Thira Thién Hué

Két qua:

Phan tich cic hoat dong chinh ctia cong dong tu
s Phat gido Nam tong ¢ Thira Thién Hué, trong do:



Hoat dong ton gidao gom: Hoat dong hodng
phap, giang day gido 1y; Phap hanh khat thuc; Thuc
hanh thién; Khéa tu Xuat gia gieo duyén; Thoi khoa
tu tp hang ngay; T6 churc 18 hoi.

Hoat dong xa hoi gom: Tir thién ctru té; Gido
duc mién phi trong cong ddng; Kham chira bénh mién
phi; Hd trg tang ma cho céc gia dinh kho khin.

Chuwong 4. Mét s6 ban luin vé hoat dong cia
cong ddng tu si Phit gisao Nam tong & Thira Thién
Hué

Két qua:

Lam ro thanh tuyu, han ché va nguyén nhan;
Nhiing bién d6i trong hoat dong; Nhitng van d¢ dat ra
va giai phap dé nang cao hiéu qua hoat dong cta cong
d6ng tu si Phat gido Nam tong ¢ Thira Thién Hué.



KET LUAN VA KIEN NGHI

Luan an Hoat dong cua cong déng tu st Phat
gido Nam téng & Thira Thién Hué trong béi canh hién
nay da cung cap nhiing tra 10i xac dang, c6 co so khoa
hoc cho cac cau hoi nghién ciru duoc néu trong phan
M¢ dau, dong thoi dong gop nhiing tri thire méi, gop
phan 1am sang to qua trinh hinh thanh, t chic, van
hanh va phat trién clia cong dong tu si Phat giao Nam
tong trong bdi canh xa hoi Viét Nam hién dai. Trén
nén tang phuong phap dan toc hoc, dic biét 1a cac k¥
thuat dién da, khao sat thuc dia, phong van sdu va
phan tich tu li€u lich st - xa héi, ludn an khong chi tai
hién lai tién trinh hon bay thap nién hinh thanh va
phat trién cua hé phai Nam tong Hué ma con khang
dinh vai trd quan trong cta cong dong tu si ndy trong
doi séng vin hoéa, tAm linh va x3 hoi dia phuong.
Lu4n an d3 lam rd mdi quan hé giira ton gido va xi
hoi, giita gido 1y va thuc tién, gitta ban sic Phat gido
Nam tong va van héa c¢d d6, noi giao thoa sau sic
gitta dao va doi. Cac két qua nghién ctu dat duoc da
giai dap mot cach toan dién va hé thong cac van dé
trong tam cua dé tai, tao nén nhitng dong gop nodi bat
vé phuong dién hoc thuat, dong thoi mé ra hudng tiép
can md&i cho nghién cuu ton gido. Xét theo cac muc
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tiéu va cau hoi nghién cuu da dat ra, luan an da lam
sang to bon ndi dung trong yéu.

Trudce hét, vé qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién
clia cong dong tu si Phat gido Nam téng & Thira Thién
Hué tir ndm 1954 dén nay, cho thdy rd hé phéi khai
ngudn tir chua Tang Quang dudi sy dan dit cua Hoa
thuong Gidi Nghiém, trong bdi canh day bién dong
cua lich st dan toc va chinh sach ton gido. Qua nhiéu
giai doan thang tram, tir thoi ky thi ton gido dudi ché
d6 Ngo Dinh Diém, giai doan chién tranh va tai thiét
sau 1975, cong ddng tu si van duy tri dugc tinh bén
vitng va kha ning thich nghi cao. Piéu d6 phan anh
strc séng ndi tai manh mé cia h¢ phai cling nhu niang
luc thich ung linh hoat cua ton gido trudce sy thay doi
cua moi trudng chinh tri - xa hdi. Luan an déng thoi
chira réng su hién dién cua tu s7 Phat gido Nam tong
& Thira Thién Hué khong phai 13 yéu td ngoai lai ma
1a két qua ctia mot qua trinh ban dia héa sau sic, trong
d6 cac yéu to cua van hoa cd do da duge dung hop hai
hoa vao gido 1y Theravada, tao nén mot sdc thai Nam
tong riéng biét, vira thuan tiy nhung cling vira nhuan
nhuyén tinh Viét.

Thir hai, vé phuong thirc t6 chic cong dong,
luan 4n 1am 3 co ciu quan 1y va sinh hoat cta gidi tu
si, trong d6 Ban diéu hanh Phat gido Nam tong Thira
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Thién Hué dong vai tro trung tim diéu phdi, giap duy
tri mdi lién két chit ché gilta cac tu vién, bao dam sy
thong nhat vé gido 1y va hanh tri. C4u tric to chirc nay
phan anh su thich nghi cia m6 hinh Phat gido Nam
tong trong bdi canh xa hoi Viét Nam, khi tinh cong
déng va tinh ty tri dugc dung hoa trén nén tang gioi
luat va sy dong thuan tén gido. Viéc phan tich mbi
quan hé gifta t6 chtrc gido hoi va co quan quan 1y nha
nudc vé ton gido ciing cho thiy kha ning hoa nhap
mang tinh hop tac, ton trong 1an nhau, tao diéu kién
cho ton gido phat trién 6n dinh, pht hop voi phap luat
va chinh sach chung cua qubc gia.

Tht ba, vé hoat dong cua cong déng tu si, luan
an tap trung lam rd hai linh vyc 16n: tu hoc va hoat
dong xa hdi. Trong do, cac hinh thuc tu tap, gidng
phap, hodng duong Phat phap duoc thyc hién thuong
xuyén va c6 hé théng, gbp phan duy tri tinh than
nguyén thuy cia gido phap Phat. Song song, cac hoat
dong xa hoi, bao gém tir thién ctru té, giao duc mién
phi, cham séc stc khoe va tang 18 duoc trién khai
manh m&, thé hién tinh than nhap thé cua tu si Phat
gido Nam tong Thira Thién Hué. Cac hoat dong nay
gitip lan toéa long tir bi va chia sé ndi khd niém dau
trong xa hoi, khéng dinh vai tro cua tu si nhu nhiing
tac nhan xa hoi tich cuc, gop phan xay dyng an sinh
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va cung ¢ dao dtrc cong dong. O gdc nhin xa hoi hoc
ton gido, day la biéu hién cuy thé cta qua trinh “xa hd1
hoéa ton gido” va “ton gido hoa doi sdng xa hoi”, trong
d6é Phat gido Nam tong vura gin gitr 1y tuong giai
thoét, vira dam dwong chirc ning xa hoi trong thé gisi
hién dai.

Thir tu, tr viéc danh gia thanh twu va han ché,
ludn 4n da néu bat nhiing thach thirc md1 dang dat ra
cho cong dong tu si trong bdi canh hoi nhap. Do 1a
yéu cau nang cao trinh d6 hoc vén, k§ ning tmg dung
cong nghé, kha nang truyén thong Phat phap phu hop
v6i thé hé tré va dic biét 1a van dé dao tao doi ngii ké
thira c6 phém hanh, tri tu¢ va nang luc hoﬁng phap,...
Cac thach thuc éiy mot mat 1a tré ngai ndi tai, mat
khac phan anh sy dich chuyén cua doi séng ton gido
trong khéng gian toan cdu hoa, cic gid tri truyén
thong phai d6i dién véi strc ép hién dai hoa va thé tuc
hoa. Luan an dong thoi dé xudt nhitng hudng thich
ung mang tinh kha thi, nhu mé rdng giao luu Phat hoc
quéc té, ting cudng hoat dong gido duc va truyén
thong Phat gido bang phuong tién ky thuat sb, ciing
nhu phat huy vai tro cua tu si tré trong cac linh vuc xa
ho1 moi.

V& phuong dién dong gop, lun an cé gia trj &
ca hai cAp do: hoc thuat va thuc tién. O cap d6 hoc
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thuat, cong trinh da bd sung mot ngudn tu liéu phong
phu va c6 hé thdng vé cong dong tu sT Phét gido Nam
tong & Thira Thién Hué, gép phan lip ddy khoang
trbng trong nghién ctru dan toc hoc ton gido & Viét
Nam. Bang viéc tiép can da chiéu giita t6n gido hoc,
van hoa hoc va xa hoi hoc, luan an da xay dung duogc
khung 1y thuyét viing chac dé ly giai mdi quan hé
giita ton gido va bdi canh xa hoi duong dai. Pic biét,
viéc nhan dién cong déng tu s7 Phat giao Nam tong &
Thira Thién Hué nhu mot “md hinh giao thoa vin hoa
- t6n gido” di khang dinh rang Theravada tai Viét
Nam vira 1a sy ké thira truyén théng tir An Do hay Sri
Lanka, vira 1a két qua cua sy hoi nhap va sang tao ban
dia, thé hién nang luc hép thu van hoa Viét Nam cua
Phat gido. Cong trinh do d6 dong gdép thém mot
truong hop dién hinh cho 1y thuyét “dia phuwong hoa
ton gido” (localization of religion) trong nghién ctru
quéc té, dong thoi md rong hiéu biét vé& cach ton gido
ton tai, bién doi va thich tmg trong méi truong van
hoa da dang.

Trén phuong dién thyc tién, luan 4an chi ra vai
trd ctia cong doéng tu si Phat gido Nam tong Thira
Thién Hué nhu mdt nhan t6 tich cyuc trong qua trinh
xay dung doi song vin hoa - tinh than tai dia phuong.
Céc hoat dong xa hoi cua tu si ngoai mang gia tri tu
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thién con gép phan cung cb long tin ton gido, tao
dung su gin bo giira dao va doi, gifra nha chua va
cong dong cu dan. Két qua nghién ctu c6 thé dugc
van dung trong viéc hoach dinh chinh sach ton gido,
phat trién mo hinh phdi hop giita chinh quyén, gido
hoi va nguol dan trong cong tac xa hoi, cling nhu
trong viéc bao ton di san ton gido - van héa cua cb do
Hué. Pic biét, ludn 4n nhan manh ré‘mg cong déng tu
si Phat gido Nam tong khong chi dung lai ¢ viéc 1a
mot nhom ton gido thudn tiy ma di tro thanh mot
thiét ché xa hoi - van hoa dic biét, vira mang tinh tm
linh, vira ¢6 chitc ning xa hoi, gop phan diéu tiét dao
duc, cung co trat tu va lan toa gia tri nhan ban trong
cong dong.

Bén canh céac két qua dat dugc, ludn an ciling
mo ra nhiéu huéng nghién ctru tiém ning. Trong
tuong lai, ¢ thé mo rong pham vi khao sat lién ving
dé dbi sanh véi cong dong Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
& Nam B0 hodc cic cong dong Nam tong tai Tay
Nguyén, noi da va dang hinh thanh nhitng khong gian
t6n gido mai trong cong dong dan tdc thicu sd. Ngoai
ra, cAn nghién ctru sau hon vé anh hudng cia do thi
hoa, truyén thong k¥ thuat sb, du lich tim linh va céac
yéu td toan cau hoa dén cau tric va sinh hoat ton gido.
Vi¢e tich hgp cac phuong phép dinh lugng nhu khao
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sat xa hdi hoc, phan tich mang xa hoi hoac cong cu div
liéu ton gido s& gitp bd sung chiéu sdu cho cac danh
gia hién nay. Pong thoi, viéc xem xét vai tro ciia cong
ddng tu si néi riéng va Phat gido Nam tong noéi chung
trong cac van dé toan cau nhu dao duc hoc, bao vé
moi trudng, bién doi khi hau hay khung hoang tinh
than hau hién dai, s& mo rong pham vi y nghia ctia h¢
phai va khang dinh vai tro dong gop cta ton gido ddi
voO1 nhan loai.

Téng két lai, cong trinh ludn 4n nay 13 mot
budc tién quan trong trong nghién ctru dan tdc hoc tai
Viét Nam, déng thot 1a 101 khéng dinh vé stc séng,
tinh thich (mg va kha ning déng hanh cia tu si Phat
gido Nam tong cung dan toc Viét Nam trong tién trinh
d6i moi va hoi nhap. V&i nhimg dong gop da dat
duogc, luan an ky vong tré thanh tai liéu tham khéo cé
gia tri cho gidi nghién ctru, cac to chirc Phat gido va
co quan hoach dinh chinh sach, dong thoi gop phan
vao cong cudc bao ton va phat huy di san van hoa -
ton gido cua dan tdc. Xa hon, cong trinh nay con la 1o
tri an va ton vinh gidi tu si Phat gido Nam tong -
nhirmg nguoi am thim phung sy, gin gitt gia tri dao
dac, lan toa tri tu€ va long tur bi gitra do1 thuong.
Chinh ho, béng doi séng pham hanh va phung su, da
tré thanh nhip cau ndi giita gido 1y va doi séng, gitta
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Iy tudng gidi thoat va hién thyc nhan sinh. Nhin &
tang siu, day khong chi 1a nghién ciru vé mot cong
dong ton gido, ma con 1a buc tranh vé sttc manh mém
cua van hoa Viét Nam: sic manh cua long nhan 4ai,
cua tri tu¢ va hoa binh. D6 ciing 1a thong diép ma luan
an mudn giri gdm: Phat gido Nam tong & Thira Thién
Hué, trong su dung hoa giita truyén thong va hién dai,
g6p phan gin gitt ban sic ton gido, dong vai trd quan
trong trong viéc kién tao mot xa hoi hai hoa, nhan van
va phat trién bén ving trén nén tang tinh than Phat
phap va gia tri van hoa Viét Nam.
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DANH MUC CAC CONG TRINH CONG BO
KET QUA NGHIEN CUU CUA
PE TAI LUAN AN

1. Van hoa Khat thyc ciia cong dong tu si Phat
gido Nam tong tai Thira Thién Hué ding trén Tap chi
Nghién ciru dan toc s6 3, thang 9 nam 2023.

2. Tir thién theo tinh than Phat gido nguyén
thily va hoat dong tir thién cta tu s Phat gido nguyén
thuy tai tinh Thira Thién - Hué ding trén Tap chi
Khoa hoc X4 hoi va Nhan vin, Tap 9, S6 1b (2023) 1-
12.

3. Kathina robe offering festival of the
Southern Buddhism monks community in Thua Thien
- Hue Province dang trén Tap chi Nghién ctru dan toc
s6 3, thang 9 nam 2024.

4. Truyén thira Phat gido Nam tong & Thira
Thién Hué: Nhiing van dé lich st va thanh tyu duong
dai ding tai Ky yéu Hoi thao khoa hoc qubc té Két
nbi Viét Nam 14 (Engaging With Vietnam 14) nim
2024.

5. L& hoi dang Y Kathina cta cong dong Phat
gido Nam tong tai Thanh phé Hué, dang trén Tap chi
Khoa hoc va cong ngh¢ truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc, Pai
hoc Hué, tap 28, s6 3, nam 2025.
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6. So sanh tu tuéng thién Tran Nhan Tong va tu
tuéng thién Nam tong “tuy duyén thuin phap” cua
Phat gido Nam tong tai tinh Thira Thién Hué dang
trén Tap chi Khoa hoc Pai hoc Hué: Khoa hoc xi hoi
va nhan van tap 134 s6 6C ngay 06/8/2025.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Reasons for choosing the topic

Theravada Buddhism in Vietnam has a
history of over 2,000 years, but it only truly
flourished from 1938. In Thua Thien Hue - a
traditional Buddhist center of the country -
Theravada Buddhism appeared in 1954 (Tang
Quang Pagoda) and currently has 10 monasteries
with approximately 120 monks. The Theravada
monastic community in Thua Thien Hue has
established its own unique identity known as the
“Huyen Khong spirit” and the philosophy of
“adapting to circumstances and following the
Dharma,” strictly adhering to the original
precepts while actively engaging with the world
through monastic practice and social charity.

However, to date, no ethnographic study
has systematically and comprehensively
surveyed the activities of the Theravada Buddhist
monastic community in Thua Thien Hue,
especially in the context of modernization,
urbanization, and international integration.



Existing studies only cover the history of its
introduction, basic rituals, or some individual
activities. Based on the long-standing practice
within the community and the urgent scientific
need, the doctoral candidate chose the topic:
“Activities of the Theravada Buddhist monastic
community in Thua Thien Hue in the
contemporary context” as their doctoral
dissertation in Ethnology.

2. Research objectives

General: To comprehensively study the
activities of the Theravada Buddhist monastic
community in Thua Thien Hue from its formation
to the present.

Specifically: To clarify the process of
introduction and development; to analyze the
organization, in-depth practice activities, and
social activities; to evaluate achievements,
limitations, and trends of change; and to propose
solutions to improve the effectiveness of
activities in the modern context.



3. Research subjects and scope

Subjects: The intensive religious practice
activities (propagating the Dharma, meditation,
alms-gathering, festivals, etc.) and social
activities (charity, education, compassionate
healthcare, etc.) of the Theravada Buddhist
monastic community in Thua Thien Hue, along
with their interactions with lay people.

4. Scope

Time: The thesis focuses on the activities
of the Theravada Buddhist monastic community
in Thua Thien Hue from 1986 to the present
(2024).

Space: Seven main monasteries (Huyen
Khong, Huyen Khong Son Thuong, Tang Quang,
Dinh Quang, Thien Lam, Phap Luan, Gotami
Nunnery).

Content: Focuses on the current activities
of the monks, without delving into the general
history of doctrine or making detailed
comparisons with the Mahayana/mendicant
tradition.



5. Scientific and practical significance

This thesis contributes to filling research
gaps on Theravada Buddhism in Thua Thien Hue
by conducting ethnographic fieldwork, providing
a scientific basis for the Executive Board of
Theravada Buddhism in Thua Thien Hue and the
Vietnam Buddhist Association in guiding
development, preserving the original identity of
the community, and adapting to the new era.



OVERVIEW OF THE RESEARCH
PROBLEM

In recent decades, Theravada Buddhism in
Vietnam has attracted increasing attention from
researchers in various fields: history, religious
studies, ethnology, and cultural anthropology.
Typical works can be divided into three main
groups:

(1) Research on the history and
introduction of Theravada Buddhism in
Vietnam

Le Manh That (1999, 2006, 2010)
demonstrated that Theravada Buddhism was
present in Vietnam from the 2" century BC
through the eighth missionary delegation of King
Ashoka.

Thien Minh (2017) with A Brief History of
Theravada Buddhism in Vietnam; Nguyen Ngoc
Hung (2021), Giac Tri (2021) focused on the
modern period (1938 - 1963) and the formation
process of the Kinh and Khmer Theravada
schools.



Venerable Gioi Duc (2021), Dinh Phuc (2021),
Nguyen Phuc Nguyen (2021) clarified the role of
the elders Ho Tong, Narada, Thien Luat,... in re-
establishing the Theravada tradition in Vietnam
in the 20" century.

(2) Research on Southern Buddhism in
Thua Thien Hue

Nguyen Chi Tue (1999) - the first master's
thesis to address: Some issues concerning
Southern Buddhism in Hue.

Venerable Phap Tong (2006, 2017, 2022)
published documents on a brief history of
Southern Buddhism in Thua Thien Hue, the
Kathina robe offering ceremony, the re-
establishment of the Bhikkhuni precepts,...

Mai Thi Phuong Mai (2016), Ly Hong
Tuyen (2018) researched some individual aspects
such as the architecture of Tang Quang Pagoda,
the practice of alms-gathering, and the current
state of practice of Southern Buddhist nuns.

Articles, conference proceedings, and
books by Thich Hai An, Le Cung, Quang Giao,



etc., mention Hue Buddhism in general but do not
have a separate chapter for Theravada Buddhism.

(3) International research on Theravada
in Vietnam and Southeast Asia

Narada Maha Thera (1998), Brahmapundit
(2017), Bodhi Bhikkhu (2005), Ajahn Chah,
Ajahn Amaro,... provide the foundation of
original Theravada doctrines and practices.

Mae Chee Huynh Kim Lan (2010) with her
thesis The Theravada Buddhism in Vietnam is a
rare foreign work that directly addresses
Vietnam, but stops at the period before 2010 and
mainly describes Khmer Theravada Buddhism.

The above works have achieved important
achievements: (i) Established the timeline of
introduction and development stages of
Theravada Buddhism in Vietnam in general and
Thua Thien Hue in particular; (ii) Providing
valuable documentation on pioneering elders
(Gioi Nghiem, Ho Nhan, Vien Minh, Gioi buc,
Phap Tong, Tue Tam); (iii) Describing some
typical activities such as alms-gathering, Kathina



ceremony, Abhidharma classes, and social
charity.

However, significant research gaps still
exist: (i) There is no systematic and
comprehensive study on the activities of the
Theravada monastic community in Thua Thien
Hue (from organization and in-depth practice to
social activities and adaptation to modern times);
(if) Current studies are mainly historical and
descriptive, lacking in-depth analysis using long-
term, interdisciplinary ethnographic fieldwork;
(iii) The unique identity of the “Huyen Khong
spirit’, the philosophy of “adapting to
circumstances and following the Dharma” and
how this community balances upholding the
original precepts with compassionate
engagement in the world in the context of
urbanization, modernization, and international
Iintegration has not been clearly demonstrated.
(iv) Lack of empirical assessment of the
effectiveness, trends of change, and sustainable
development solutions for the Theravada
Buddhist monastic community in a traditional



Buddhist center like Thua Thien Hue - where
Mahayana and mendicant Buddhism hold
absolute dominance.

Based on this research reality and the
author's own long-standing experience in
practicing within the community, the researcher
recognizes the necessity of conducting a
comprehensive ethnographic study on the
activities of the Theravada Buddhist monastic
community in Thua Thien Hue. The dissertation
not only builds upon the achievements of
previous works but also supplements it with data
from over five years of continuous fieldwork
(2019-2024) at seven major monasteries, in-depth
interviews with leading elders, and surveys of
monks, nuns, and lay people, thereby clarifying
the nature, assessing the current situation, and
proposing appropriate development solutions in
the new context.

Thus, this thesis has high scientific and
practical urgency, contributing to filling current
research gaps, while providing a theoretical and
practical basis for the Theravada Buddhist



monastic community in Thua Thien Hue to
continue preserving its original identity and

promoting its role in contemporary socio-cultural
life.
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CONTENT AND RESEARCH RESULTS

Chapter 1. Overview of Research
Situation, Theoretical Framework, Methods,
and Research Area

Results: Present an overview of research
works both domestically and internationally,
thereby identifying the issues that the dissertation
inherits and continues to investigate.

The theoretical foundation includes:
relevant concepts, research theories, and the
analytical framework of the dissertation.

Research methods and research sites are
also clarified, including the identification of
research locations.

Chapter 2. Overview of the Theravada
Buddhist Monastic Community in Thua Thien
Hue

Results: Present the formation and
development process of the Theravada Buddhist
monastic community in Thua Thien Hue,
including its system of monastic discipline,
doctrine, and organization.

11



Chapter 3. Religious and Social
Activities of the Theravada Buddhist Monastic
Community in Thua Thien Hue

Results: Analyze the main activities of the
Theravada Buddhist monastic community in
Thua Thien Hue, including:

Religious activities: Dharma propagation;
teaching Buddhist doctrine; alms-round practice;
meditation practice; the “temporary ordination”
retreat; daily monastic practice schedule;
organization of religious festivals.

Social activities: charitable relief work;
free community education; free medical services;
funeral support for disadvantaged families.

Chapter 4. Discussions on the Activities
of the Theravada Buddhist Monastic
Community in Thua Thien Hue

Results: Clarify achievements, limitations,
and causes; transformations in activities;
emerging issues and proposed solutions to
enhance the effectiveness of the activities of the
Theravada Buddhist monastic community in
Thua Thien Hue.
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CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The dissertation  “Activities of the
Theravada Buddhist monastic community in Thua
Thien Hue in the contemporary context” has
provided well-grounded and scientifically
substantiated answers to the research questions
presented in the Introduction. At the same time, it
contributes new knowledge, helping to clarify the
processes of formation, organization, operation,
and development of the Theravada Buddhist
monastic community within the context of
modern  Vietnamese society. Based on
ethnographic methodology particularly fieldwork
techniques, on-site surveys, in-depth interviews,
and the analysis of historical-social documents
the dissertation not only reconstructs more than
seven decades of the formation and development
of the Hue Theravada tradition but also affirms
the important role of this monastic community in
the local cultural, spiritual, and social life. It
elucidates the relationship between religion and

13



society, between doctrine and practice, and
between the identity of Theravada Buddhism and
the culture of the former imperial capital a place
where religion and everyday life deeply intersect.
The research findings comprehensively and
systematically address the core issues of the topic,
making notable academic contributions while
opening new approaches for the study of religion.
In line with the research objectives and questions,
the dissertation clarifies four key aspects.

First, regarding the formation and
development of the Theravada Buddhist monastic
community in Thua Thien Hue from 1954 to the
present, the study shows that the tradition
originated from Tang Quang Pagoda under the
guidance of Venerable Gioi Nghiém, within the
context of significant fluctuations in national
history and religious policy. Through various ups
and downs from the period of religious
suppression under the Ngo Dinh Diem regime,
through  wartime, and the  post-1975
reconstruction the monastic community has
maintained resilience and a high capacity for

14



adaptation. This reflects the strong internal
vitality of the tradition as well as the flexible
adaptability of religion to changing socio-
political environments. The dissertation also
demonstrates that the presence of Theravada
monks in Thua Thien Hue is not an external
imposition but the result of a profound process of
localization, in which elements of the imperial
city’s culture have been harmoniously integrated
into Theravada doctrine, creating a distinctive
form of Theravada Buddhism that is both
orthodox and deeply imbued with Vietnamese
characteristics.

Second, regarding the organizational
structure of the community, the dissertation
clarifies the management and daily life of the
monastic community, in which the Executive
Board of Theravada Buddhism in Thua Thien
Hue plays a central coordinating role,
maintaining close connections  among
monasteries and ensuring doctrinal and practical
unity. This organizational structure reflects the
adaptation of the Theravada model within the
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Vietnamese social context, where communal
cohesion and autonomy are harmonized on the
foundation of monastic discipline and religious
consensus. The analysis of the relationship
between religious organizations and state
agencies in charge of religious affairs also reveals
a cooperative and mutually respectful integration,
creating favorable conditions for stable religious
development in accordance with national laws
and policies.

Third, regarding the activities of the
monastic community, the dissertation focuses on
two main domains: religious practice and social
engagement. Religious activities such as
meditation practice, Dharma teaching, and the
propagation of the Buddha’s teachings are
conducted regularly and systematically, helping
preserve the original spirit of the Buddha’s
doctrine. At the same time, social activities
including charity, free education, healthcare
services, and funeral support are actively carried
out, demonstrating the engaged spirit of
Theravada monks in Thua Thien Hue. These
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activities help spread compassion and alleviate
suffering in society, affirming the role of monks
as active social agents contributing to social
welfare and the strengthening of communal
ethics. From the perspective of the sociology of
religion, this represents a concrete manifestation
of the processes of “socialization of religion” and
“religionization of social life,” in which
Theravada Buddhism both preserves the ideal of
liberation and assumes social functions in the
modern world.

Fourth, through the evaluation of
achievements and limitations, the dissertation
highlights new challenges facing the monastic
community in the context of integration. These
include the need to improve educational levels,
technological competencies, and communication
skills for transmitting the Dharma to younger
generations, as well as the critical issue of
training a new generation of successors with
moral integrity, wisdom, and missionary
capacity. These challenges are, on the one hand,
internal obstacles, and on the other, reflections of
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the transformation of religious life in the
globalized context, where traditional values
confront pressures from modernization and
secularization. The dissertation also proposes
feasible adaptive strategies, such as expanding
international Buddhist academic exchanges,
strengthening Buddhist  education and
communication through digital media, and
promoting the role of young monks in emerging
social fields.

In terms of contributions, the dissertation
holds value at both academic and practical levels.
Academically, it enriches the body of knowledge
with a comprehensive and systematic source of
materials on the Theravada Buddhist monastic
community in Thua Thien Hue, helping to fill a
gap in the ethnographic study of religion in
Vietnam. By adopting an interdisciplinary
approach that integrates religious studies, cultural
studies, and sociology, the dissertation
establishes a solid theoretical framework for
interpreting the relationship between religion and
contemporary  social  contexts.  Notably,
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identifying the Theravada monastic community
in Thua Thien Hue as a “model of cultural-
religious intersection” affirms that Theravada
Buddhism in Vietnam is both an inheritance of
traditions from India and Sri Lanka and a product
of local integration and creativity, reflecting
Buddhism’s capacity to absorb Vietnamese
culture. The study thus contributes an exemplary
case to the theory of “localization of religion” in
international  scholarship, while expanding
understanding of how religion exists, transforms,
and adapts in diverse cultural environments.
From a practical perspective, the
dissertation highlights the role of the Theravada
Buddhist monastic community in Thua Thien
Hue as a positive force in building local cultural
and spiritual life. The social activities of monks
not only carry charitable value but also help
strengthen religious faith and foster connections
between religion and daily life, between temples
and local communities. The research findings can
be applied in formulating religious policies,
developing  cooperative  models  among
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government, religious organizations, and the
public in social work, as well as preserving the
religious-cultural heritage of the former imperial
capital of Hué. In particular, the dissertation
emphasizes that the Theravada monastic
community is not merely a purely religious group
but has become a distinctive socio-cultural
institution that is both spiritual and socially
functional, contributing to moral regulation,
social order, and the dissemination of humanistic
values within the community.

In addition to its findings, the dissertation
opens up several potential research directions. In
the future, the scope of research may be expanded
to interregional comparisons with Theravada
Buddhist communities of the Khmer in Southern
Vietnam or those in the Central Highlands, where
new religious spaces are emerging among ethnic
minority communities. Further research is also
needed on the impact of urbanization, digital
media, spiritual tourism, and globalization on
religious structures and practices. The integration
of quantitative methods such as sociological
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surveys, social network analysis, or religious data
tools would provide greater depth to current
assessments. Moreover, examining the role of the
monastic community in particular, and Theravada
Buddhism in general, in addressing global issues
such as ethics, environmental protection, climate
change, and postmodern spiritual crises would
broaden the scope of the tradition’s significance
and affirm religion’s contribution to humanity.

In conclusion, this dissertation represents
an important advancement in ethnographic
research in Vietnam, while affirming the vitality,
adaptability, and companionship of the
Theravada Buddhist monastic community with
the Vietnamese nation in the process of renewal
and integration. With its contributions, the
dissertation aspires to serve as a valuable
reference for scholars, Buddhist organizations,
and policymakers, while also contributing to the
preservation and promotion of the nation’s
religious-cultural heritage. Beyond that, it stands
as a tribute to the Theravada monastic community
those who quietly dedicate themselves to
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preserving moral values and spreading wisdom
and compassion in everyday life. Through their
disciplined lives and devoted service, they have
become a bridge between doctrine and life,
between the ideal of liberation and human reality.
At a deeper level, this is not merely a study of a
religious community but also a portrayal of the
soft power of Vietnamese culture the power of
compassion, wisdom, and peace. This is also the
message the dissertation seeks to convey: that
Theravada Buddhism in Thua Thien Hue, through
its harmonious integration of tradition and
modernity, contributes to preserving religious
identity and plays an important role in building a
harmonious, humane, and sustainable society
grounded in the spiritual values of Buddhism and
Vietnamese culture.
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